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I am an artist, not a copyright lawyer,
and I am not affiliated with the
Creative Commons organization.
Please consider this zine a layperson’s
introduction to the Creative Commons,
not legal advice. If you'd like to learn
more about CC directly from the
source, go to creativecommons.org.

This zine was produced using
information from creativecommons.org
under a CC 4.0 BY license.

Created by Maggie Watson in 2026.
This zine is licensed under a CC 4.0
BY-SA license. You are welcome to
distribute copies or derivative works
under the same license & with
attribution. If you would like a digital
file to print or modify, email
zines@maggiewatsonstudio.com.
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What is the
Creative Commons?

and how can I use it
to make stuff?

an introduction for creatives
by Maggie Watson
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What is the Creative
Commons?

Creative Commons is a nonprofit

organization that creates tools to enable

a global "commons" of creative work and
ideas, that everyone can take part in.

One of those tools is a set of licenses
that creators can use to define what
people can legally do with their creative
work.

These licenses are a simplified way of
communicating copyright permissions.
They're designed to make it easy to
allow others to share, modify or build off
of your work while reserving the rights
you want to.
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Why use CC?

CC licenses are build on a philosophy
of freedom of information and
creativity. They exist to help create a
world where creative work is shared for
the public good, and everyone gets to
benefit.

Understanding CC licenses can open
up access to thousands of works that
you have permission to distribute,
modify or use for free!

As a creator, using CC licenses for your
works lets you contribute to that pool of
shared resources and give back to the
global creative community.

This zine and other informational zines
I make are shared under CC licenses
so that they can continue to be shared
as a free, public resource!



